
  
 
 
 
PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE  

 

Congratulations are in order to Bob Bee who has 

managed to have a second short story published in the 

Probus magazine. 

 

I note with interest that Probus is organising a 

photographic competition and I am confident that Ros 

and the “Happy Snappers” could definitely submit 

work of quality that would do the club proud.  They 

are such a talented group; alas the same may not be 

said about our golfers and bowlers, but they do try 

hard.  Perhaps the expectations are too high to go in 

the national Probus championships, but it might be 

worth exploring offering a sporting challenge to other 

local Probus clubs. 

 

Meanwhile I am off to have my leg “amputated” after 

which I hope to resume bowls and golf and walking 

normally.  You may all pity Maurien during my 

rehabilitation period. 

 

During the interim I will leave the club in the capable 

hands of our Vice President Dorothy Fogarty. 

 

Phil 

 

 

GUEST SPEAKER 

Thank you to our guest speaker last month, Frank 

Higgins, from the NRMA, who brought us up-to-date 

on road safety issues for senior citizens. 

  

MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION 

Please advise Maurien of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers.   

 secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write ‘Apology’ for a member who may be 

absent – they are to notify the secretary either by 

email or telephone. 

 

NAME TAGS:  Members are reminded to wear 

badges to meetings and tours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

PRESIDENT Phil Humphreys  96034819 

V. PRESIDENT Dorothy Fogarty  46580466 

SECRETARY Maurien McNevin 96034819 

TREASURER Peter O’Loughlin 46212090 

Ex-Officio Jeanette Jackson  46479986 

TOURS  Peter O’Loughlin  46212090 

CALENDAR Dorothy Fogarty  46580466 

NEWSLETTER Dorothy Fogarty  46580466 

WEBMASTER Sue Kijurina  46470912 

WELFARE Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

HISTORIAN Malcolm Smith  46552159 

ROTARY   

  LIAISON Malcolm McKenzie 46551622 

COMMITTEE Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

  Roslyn Hodgins  46257759

  Janice McCurrie  46571536 

  Joyce Reilly  46511431 

HOSPITALITY Margaret Smith 

 

INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 

 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group, Theatre Group 

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

Art Appreciation Francoise Kirkland 46266428 

Cards  Jeanette Jackson  46479986 

Golf & Bowls Paul Hay  46554437 

Photography Ros Hodgins  46257759 

Gardening Sue Kijurina  46470912 

Travel Tales Kathy & Mal Smith 46552159 

Music  Jim Burke  96936196 

Card Making Marion Bee  46474335 

__________________________________________ 

 

NEWSLETTERS  

Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting.  Please send via email 

(fogartyb@bigpond.com)  

 

 

HAPPY 21
ST

 BIRTHDAY TO: Avril Brown, Steve 

Clifton, Margaret Dixon, Jill McKenzie, Terry Ware, 

Carol Warner, Jack Shephard 

 

 

WELFARE:  Sheila McAtamney 
Brian Ball is now back in hospital and, hopefully, 

will be well enough to have his next chemotherapy 

treatment.  I sent our good wishes to him. 
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Jill McKenzie is back at Macarthur House and is 

looking very well.  She had her first plaster removed 

this week and now has a fibre glass one.  Hopefully it 

won’t be too long before she is 100% again. 

 

Peter Williams is out of hospital and is doing very 

well.  Keep the good work up Peter. 

 

PROFILE:   George Selway    

 

I was born in Dundee Royal Infirmary, Scotland on 

4th August 1945, ten days before the second world 

war finished 

My mother was a seamstress and my father was in the 

army waiting to go to Japan.  After the war my father 

went back to his job working 

in an office in a Jute factory 

and my mum became a 

mother to my brother and 

me.  In my early years I 

spent time playing around 

bomb shelters, football, in 

winter sledging in the snow and at night sitting by the 

coal fire listening to the radio.   My youngest brother 

was born in 1951. 

 

I attended Glebelands Primary School, then on to 

Stobswell Secondary School.  In the summer of 1960 

I left school and started my apprenticeship as a fitter 

machinist in a factory producing machines for the jute 

industry in India and Pakistan.  Six years later I 

finished my apprenticeship and qualified as a 

Toolmaker. 

 

Frances and I were married in November 1965 and 

we lived 3 storeys up in a one bedroom flat.  A year 

later our son, Mark, was born and two years later our 

daughter, Lesley, was born.  During that time I moved 

to work at the watch manufacturing company, Timex.  

We also moved to a larger house with a big garden.  

At that time I played football, and during the summer 

took time to go fly fishing and gardening. 

 

In March 1981 we emigrated to Australia and arrived 

in Sydney staying in Villawood Hostel for six weeks, 

then moved on to a flat in Merrylands.  In October 

1981 we moved to Woodbine.  During this time I 

worked in Villawood and played football in Fairfield, 

Frances worked in Warwick Farm and the kids went 

to school in Chester Hill and we did not have a car! 

 

In 1985 Frances and I went back to Scotland for a 

holiday.  When we came back we knew that Australia 

from then on would be our home. 

 

In 1985 I started working at Sydney Technical 

College as a Technical Officer and worked there until 

2005 when I retired.  Now I am in the latter part of 

my life playing lawn bowls, oil painting, 

photography, and restoring and recording cassette 

tapes.  I also enjoy reading history books on Scotland, 

England and Europe. 

 

COACH TOUR: ROOKWOOD CEMETERY / 

NEWINGTON ARMORY – Di Morgan 

 

Sydney 

War  

Cemetery 

 

Photo by 

Peter O 

 

 

 

 

 

We left Narellan at 8am on a cold, sunny morning, 

heading for Rookwood Cemetery.  On arrival at 

9.15am we had our usual “Coach” morning tea at the 

Sydney War Cemetery where 734 graves are in the 

rose gardens and a further 1692 are remembered with 

plaques on the walls.  Eric was our guide for the tour 

and was a mine of information.  He told us that the 

original Sydney cemetery was near St. Andrews 

Cathedral and that this area was first used in 1868 and 

called the Rookwood Necropolis. 

 

Many interesting areas were seen including the 

Catholic Cemetery in a walled garden with roses and 

Cootamundra Wattle.  The Islamic burial ground had 

lots of Palm Trees around the graves – the fronds to 

shade the graves of those buried.  The muslims can 

also be buried in a shroud without a casket – under 

strict conditions.  The Catholic Mausoleum of the 

Resurrection cost $9m.  The “Crown of Thorns 

Memorial” is for all who are buried at Rookwood.  

Italian vaults were very elaborate and some cost over 

$1,000,000 each.  The largest family monument “The 

Frazer Mausoleum” was built in 1894 and then cost 

over 5,000 pounds.  It is in the Gothic style and has 2 

sarcophagae inside.  I even saw the grave of my 

G.G.G.Great Uncle, Anthony Hordern.  It has been 

recently restored or replaced and looks lovely.  

 

Being over 700 acres, Rookwood is the largest 

cemetery in the Southern Hemisphere.  I could go on 

and on but, anyway, off to lunch at Auburn RSL, and 

very nice too. 

 

Now on to the Newington Armory.  Land for this was 

taken from the Blaxland Estate, and in 1897 the 

gatehouse was the first building constructed.  We saw 

the bunkers where armament was stored and were 

shown the darkness the men had to work in.  The men 

always worked in pairs and each had his own skill – 

no multi-skilling in those days.  We saw the clothes 

they wore and the shoes were painted different 



colours on the toes to be able to tell what job they did.  

The gatehouse and other original buildings had floors 

of timberlock, laid like bricks.  There were only ever 

2 deaths there, in 1975. 

 

A ride on the little train on the narrow 62cm gauge 

line took us around the site.  It was very bumpy.  

Trolleys were pushed by manpower on these lines 

until the 1940’s.  A display at Building 39 showed us 

a Harpoon Missile AGM84, a RIM66 Standard-

supersonic Missile, a Tartain anti-aircraft missile, a 

Mark 48 torpedo and an Ikare anti-submarine weapon 

with a 30km range, and several other scary sounding 

things. 

 

On this ride we also saw much of the forest area 

which included restored vegetation of the Cumberland 

Plains.  Part of the reason the Armory was closed was 

that surrounding areas were to be used for the 

Olympic site for the 2000 Olympic Games.  We 

headed off home in the afternoon traffic after a very 

full and informative day. 

 

 

OH WHAT A NIGHT IT WAS:  Peter O’Loughlin 

 

Guess you had to be there, our trip from John 

O’Groats to Lands End, following that beautiful 

pathway we know as “Memory Lane”. 

 

With our own guide (David Llewellyn) we travelled 

from Scotland in the north through “Geordie” 

country, Yorkshire, Lancashire, the Midlands, 

detoured into Wales before visiting southern parts of 

the “Old Dart”.  With David driving the “laptop” bus 

and the help of the internet, we “googled” our way 

along country lanes, suburban streets, rural roads and 

major highways visiting places from our collective 

past.  Then he “flickr’d” us through many photos of 

places which brought memories flooding back to 

those who were present. 

 

Where and when did this all happen?  At our last 

“Travel Tales” on Wednesday, 18 June at Park 

Central in Campbelltown. 

 

This I feel has been one of our best “Travel” nights 

and we didn’t even have to pack a bag, book a plane 

flight or have any of those needles so often needed on 

international flights. 

 

If you haven’t been to one of our “Travel Tales” 

evenings you really don’t know what you are missing  

(and the supper as well, better than some airline 

meals) what a way to travel the world! 

 

Comment made on a student’s report card: 

“Your son is depriving a village somewhere of an      

idiot” 

INTEREST GROUPS: 

 

Card Making – Marion Bee 

Card makers continue to enjoy themselves making 

cards using both wood and clear mounted stamps.  

Next meeting is July 20
th
 at 10am, due to school 

holidays.  Cards will feature a lovely flower and 

butterfly set. 

 

 

Cards – Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey 
The next card night will be at Glen Alpine Casino on 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON 25 July commencing at 

1pm. Contact Ken or Brenda on 46255253. 

 

 

Happy Snappers – Ros Hodgins 

Our last meeting on Sunday, 13 June, was a visit to 

the Vivid Light Show in Macquarie Street and Rocks 

area.  The weather was kind to us and we had a good 

time.  It was a shame the lighting effects were not as 

good as last year.  We all arrived home safe, but tired. 

 

Our next meeting will be at the Activity Centre at 

10am on Friday, 9 July to view Red and Bridge 

photos.  If you have your night photos ready bring 

those too.  At this time we will organise another day 

for our Glass Workshop.   Happy Snapping Everyone. 

 

 

Gardening – Sheila McAtamney 

It was lovely to see so many of the group on Friday.  

Altogether 14 came and we had a good walk around 

he Village looking at the lovely flower gardens, and 

also the vegetable gardens which are grown by some 

of our gentlemen residents.   Everyone enjoyed 

coming back to my apartment afterwards for morning 

tea.  Thank you all for coming. 

 

 

Travel Tales – Kathy and Mal Smith 
We enjoyed our memories going back to the UK with 

David Llewellyn at our last travel tales meeting.  It 

was very interesting to see the places we have heard 

so much about or remember from our visits to 

England.  Thank you David. 

 

Our meetings for the next three months have been 

organised.  Thank you Sharon and Paul, Marian and 

Sue. 

 

July 21:      Russia  Sharon & Paul Brett 

August 18:  Scandinavia  Marian Pritchett 

Sept 15:      Vietnam//Cambodia  Sue Kijurina 

 

 

Walks /Restaurant/Theatre – Margaret Rubesa 

29 July: Tour through Fairfax Printing, Chullora – 

Car Pool from Narellan Library at 8.45am 



Lawn Bowls/Golf – Paul Hay 

 

 
We meet at Camden R.S.L. on the last Tuesday of the 

month at 2.15pm for a 2.30pm start, cost is $10.00 per 

person.  Golf each Tuesday 7.30am start. 

 

Local Country Music Clubs  – Jim Burke  

See website for details including the music festivals.  

 

 

Tours – Peter O’Loughlin 

Payments for outings need to be paid before, or no 

later than, the prior club meeting. Lists will be 

circulated each meeting for members to book on the 

coming tours – they are open to family and friends.  

Bus pick up is between the Library and the Town  

Centre Car Park. 

 

 

 

Flickr: Our photo viewing site. 

http://www.flickr.com/groups/probus_narellan 

 

 

SPONSORSHIP 
Sponsorship of the domain name for our 

Website for 2 years 

 

 10% off Mechanical Repairs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING: Frid  2 July2010  

NEXT MEETING:                     Frid 6 August  2010

                             10am  -12.00 noon                                                                                       

WHERE:     Narellan Library 

 

 

Weekly Events:   Golf on Tuesday 

       Art on Thursday 

 

Jun 29 Bowls Camden RSL 2.30pm 

Jul  2 Meeting@ Narellan Library, 10.00am 
Jul  9 Photography with Ros 

Jul 16 Coach Tour: Yulefest Lunch at 

 The Waterfront, Berowra Waters 

Jul 20 Card Making with Marion 

Jul 23 Gardening with Sue 

Jul 21 Travel Tales 7.30pm 

Jul 25 Cards at Glen Alpine Casino 1pm 

Jul 27 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

Jul 29 WALKING GROUP: Tour Fairfax 

 Printing Chullora 

Aug 6 Meeting @ Narellan Library, 10.00am 

Aug 10 Card Making with Marion 

Aug 13 Photography with Ros 

Aug 18 Travel Tales, 7.30pm 

Aug 20 Coach Tour: Kurrajong Radio Museum 

Aug 27 Gardening with Sue 

Aug 27 Restaurant Outing at Camden Hotel 12.30pm 

All Meals for Seniors  $10  

Aug 31 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

Sep 3 Meeting @ Narellan Library 10.00am 

Sep 7 Card Making with Marion 

Sep 17 Coach Tour: Industry World 

Sep 15 Travel Tales 7.30pm 

Sep 24 Gardening with Sue 

Sep Restaurant outing: Lunch at Vaby’s Picton 

Sep 28 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

Sep 30 WALKING GROUP: Mary McKillop’s 

House, Museum and Chapel 

 

 

 

Comment by Police Officer: 

“The answer to this last question will determine 

whether you are drunk or not.  Was Mickey Mouse a 

cat or a dog?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose. 

CAMPBELLTOWN & DISTRICTS 

LAPIDARY CLUB 

 

ANNUAL GEM, MINERAL 

AND JEWELLERY SHOW 

 

Ingleburn Community Centre  

Cnr. Oxford and Cumberland Roads 

17
th

 and 18
th

 July 

9am – 4pm 

Admission $2 


